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'The Preface. 


Y Name ſtands already Printed to 
a late Eſſay, Entituled, Several 
Aflertions proved, in erder to Create 
another Species of Money than Gold 
and Silver, of which T am not aſhamed ; 
and T have added my Name to this, that 
( whatever uſage it meets with) I may 
ſtand bound to recognize tt. 

I hope T have ſuch a Warrant to ſearch 
for Truth, that Till juſtifie me in breaks 
mg through all Crafts and Sciences to find 
it ; as Hunger juftified David and bis 
Men, for entering the Prieſt's Houſe, and 
eating the Shew-bread. 

td becauſe I find that T ſhall ſcarce 
be able to begin, much leſs to oet through 
my 4reument, without unfolding ſonie Mys 
{leries of Tniquity between Prieſts and Laws 
yers, relating to the Titles and Settlements 
of Lands, I hope that the Modern Pro- 


4 > FX feſſors 


feſſors of either of theſe Sciences Will not 
be offended with me for ſpeaking the whole 
Truth ; but if they ſhould, They will there- 


by 


they juſtifie the Deeds of their Fathers. 


phaneneſs, for mingling ſacred things with 
ſecular, 1 will ſhelter my ſelf under the| 
Lord of the Sabboth, who Was accuſed for 
doing Buſineſs on that day ; and 


The Preface, 


be Witnefles againſt rhemfclves, that 


And if T ſhould be charg'd with Pro- 


Haud timeo f1 jam nequeam de- 
fendere Crimen, 
Cum tanto Commune —— 


SEVERAL 


* ASSERIIONS 
_ PROVE D, 
- In Order to Introduce a BILL, 
| . | 
for FOR 
Eſtabliſhing « REGISTRY 
hs FOR 
Titles of Lands. 
Firſt Aflertion. 
That as the Law now ſtands, the Frees 
wy hold Lands m England may be in» 
cumbered in diverſe Manners, and at 
diverſe Places. 
S PROVE D. 


re- SEVERAL 
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Ree-hold Lands may be incumbered 
| theſe ſeveral ways : 

| . By Feotment, which muſt be exe- 
acted] in the Place where the Lands lye. _ 
| 2, By 


[2] 

2. By Grant with Attornment, of which 
the Tenants muſt have Notice. 

3. By Fine and Recovery ( with a Deed 
leading the Uſe ) which are Matters of 
Record. 

4. By Bargain and Sale, inrolled in ei- 
ther of the Four Courts at Weſtminſter, or 
wich the Cu/tos Rotulorum of the County 
where the Lands lye. 

5. By. Judgments in Three Courts at 
Weſtminſter. 

6. By, Recognizances entered in the 
Courts where they are acknowledged, 

7. By S:atutes Merchant and Staple tranſ- 
mitted into Chancery. 

8. By Leaſe and Releaſe, which may 
be Executed any where. 

9. By Leaſes granted out of the Lands, 
which may be Executed any where. 

10. By Rent-charges granted out of the 
fame, which may be Executed any where. 

11, By Will in Writing. 

12. By Bonds to the King, which are 
1n the Nature of Statutes-ſtaple. 

All theſe are Incumbrances made by the 
Act of the Party : Belides which, there 
are 9thers that happen by Default, as 
_ of Bankrupcy, Eſchaets and Atrain- 

ors. 


Now I am not a going to Calumniate 
the 


the Law, for allowing of ſo many ſorts 
of Incumbrances on Lands, but for permit- 
ting them to be done in diverſe places, 
Which doth render the Titles to Lands incer- 
tain, aud therefore is a Deficiency in the Law : 
And tho' the Law hath direaed ſeveral 
of them to be recorded, yet this doth not 
remedy the Incertainty. 

Firſt, Becauſe thele Records do lye in 
ſeveral Places, wliich makes the Search 
thereof chargeable, and the Finding diffi- 
cult. 

Secondly, Becauſe thoſe that are upon Re- 
cord, have no Preference above thoſe that 
be not; ſo that ſhould a Purchaſer dif- 
cover all that are Recorded, he may be de- 
feated by thoſe that are not ; which can 
never be diſcovered, but by the Confeffion 
of them that made them, becauſe they may 
be executed any where. 

Therefore the drift of this Eſſay, is to 
give a Sanction to one Place above all the 
reſt, by annexing a Priviledge to it, and 
leaving it to every Man's pleaſure whe- 
ther he will purchaſe that Priviledge or 

To ſhew the Neceſlities and Conveni- 
encies whereof, I offer the following Ar- 
guments, 


Second 


LY 


Second Aﬀertion. 


That the Advantaze taken ( by the Cons 
veyancers in the Law) of the Statute 
of Wes, 27 H. 8. in making 
Clandetine Conveyances, contrary to 
the true intent and meaning 'of that 
Parliament, and all the avowed Laws 


and Cuſtoms of England, doth oc- 


caſion a Neceſſity of a Reviſtry to 
prevent them. 


PROF ED; 


In tracing out the Occahions of mak- 
ing this Statute, I was drawn cyphey 
all the Statutes againſt Mortmain, as far 
back as Magna Charta, which doth prohi- 
bit the giving Lands to Religious Houſes ; 
by which it did ſeem to me, that Lands 
had been ſo given before that time, or 
elſe it had nor been prohibited : For hu- 
mane Prohibitions generally come after 
the Fatt committed, whereas the Laws dt- 
vine prohibit by way of Prevention : Adam 
was forbidden the Tree, before ever he 
had taſted of it. 

The firſt Statute againſt Mortmain was 
- mace by God: himſelf, before the Fat com- 
mitted 
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C9] 
mitted ; for by the #- ofaical Law, which 
inſtituted the firlk Socic Ly or Prieſt] 100d, the 
Levites are iorbiaden to have any lnhericacice 
but che Tithes, that they niighr nor dote 1313+ 
on their Poſſcfſions ; ; but Avarice increating 
upon them, by an Acquilition of Weal: h, 
which they did not know how to diſpoſe 
of, they agreed to ſet-up a Publick Trea- 
ſury, by way of a Joint-Stock, for the uſe 
of the Church, which was nor withia 
the Words of the Profibicion ; ang out 
of this Joint-Stock they paid Fudzs the 
thirty pieces of Stlver, which being re- 
turned by him, they wers loth to part with 
It, and yet puzzled what to do with it ; 
becauſe being the Price of Blood, it was 
agalnſt their own Canons, to pur 1t again 
'inro their Treaſury ; 1 here; fore they rok 
Counſel, and bought the Porters treld,. to eury 
Stranzoers iz, As my Lord Coke commends 
the Wildom of our Anc bone Clergy, for 
always chooſing the mott Learned in the 
Law to be of their Counſel, fo it {cems theſe 
Prieſts of old were endued with the like 
Wiſdom : For the Chilirea of this Worla 
are wiſer in ther Generatiun than the Chut- 
aren of the Light. 

No\v theſe Lawyers adviſcd their balk. 
that notwithſtanding 7 this Canongt they. might 
purchaſe Lands. with this Money, arid; an- 
Rex -L1 ey 10 INclr Church; Par, This } 


B : = 


[6] 


ing againſt the Law divine, prohibiting 
their purchaſing of Lands, the Lawyers 
found this Stratagem, zo purchaſe theſe Lands 
for a Burying-place only, tn the Nature of 4 
Church yard ; which being a thing of Neceſ- 
ſity, and made Sacred, would exempt, Or at 
leaſt excuſe it from this Statute againſt 
Morcmain ; and the Prieſts computing that 
this might turn to as muchProfit as any rhing 
elſe, (having double Duties for Lodging of 
Men, and Meat for Horſes ) they conſented 
to lay out their Money in ir, ( any thing 
to get a Penny 1n an honeſt way. ) 

And tiiis Field of Blood was the firſt 
ſpot of Glebe in the Wwld, to which 
the Prieſts will be intituled, ( in right of 
the Church ) if ever they gain the poſſeſ 
fion of the Holy Land. 

But having laid this Neſt Egg, they 
went on to join Field to Field, and had 
they been let alone, had converted whole 
Kingdoms into Holy Ground before now. 

And why Houfes of Religion are ſaid 
to be more haunted with Ghoſts than Lay- 
Tenements, I can't tell, unleſs fome of their 
ſubſequent Augmentations were the Price of 
Blood, as well as their Original Purchaſe. 

But now to begin at our Laws: Itis 
ftrange to obſerve, how the Parliaments 
of Enzland did hunt the Prieſts and Law- 
yers with Statutes againſt Mortmain, from 
the 


/ 


the making, of Maz»s Charta, g. H. 3. to 
this Statute 1a 27. Hey. 8. and yet could 
never catch them. 

The Statute of Maons Charta( as has been 
oblerved ) prohibited rhe giving of Lands to any 
Religions Houſe : To evade this, the Lawyers 
adviſed the Clergy two things : Firſt, That 
whereas ſeveral great Eſtates were held of 
them, under ſmall Reats, that they might 
purchaſe in theſe Eſtates to their Church, be- 
cauſe they were before held of them. Se- 
condly, The Prohibition of the Statute be- 
ing to Religious Perſons only, that the Se- 
cular Clergy were exempted. 

To hunt them out of theſeHolds,the Statute 
of 7 E. 1. called Sratutum de Religiofts, doth 
prohibit any Religzous Perſons, or others, 
( which includes the Secular Clergy ) by 
any manner of Craft or Engine to take Lands 
in Mor:main, and fo they could not pur- 
chaſe in the Eſtates held of them, 

To evade this Statute, the Lawyers advi- 
ſed the (Clergy, That if they had any filly 
Confeſſants who had a mind to be cheat - 
ed of their Eitates, they might ſuffer a 
feigned Aftion to be brought agaiaſt them, 
and therein loſe their Lands by defaulr, 
which Recoveries were adjudged by the 
Juſtices not to be within any of the words 
of this Statute, and therefore they were 
allowed ; Far thas Recoveries being proſecuted 

| B 2 in 


| i 2 A 


in courſe of Lav, were by Law 'preſumtd t9 
be 3 quit and lawful, thy? they were done 1B 
Fraudem Legis. 

 - Todrive them out of this Hold, the S:a- 
tute of Wejt» in(ter-2. makes all Lam; fo Ve» 
covered to be forferted to the Loras of the Fee, 
aud for wazxt of ti” Entry t0 the Ryng. 

To evade 'this* Statute, "the Lawyers 
adriſed * the Clerfy®two', things. , #irft, 
That for ail Lands Iping round the Church, 
they might center Inro then! by -affent 
of the Tev2nts, 26d make thetn' Charch. 
yards by Balls ofthe Pope, (whether they 
had this by precedent from the Origi- 
nal Purchaſz, or' according to the P;o- 
verb, That good Fit; jamp, iS not mate- 
rial.) Seconaly, They adviſed them, that 
they might purchiſy'Lands in the Names 
ot other Perſons td their Ufe. © © 

Jo hunt them out of theſe Hold, the Sta- 
tuteof 15 R. 2, prohilirs both thrfe. : 

To evade this, 'the Lawyers adviled, the 
Clergy, that they" migat purchaſe in the 
Names of other Perſons, 2 T rf tor them- 
ſelves ; which 'Traſt was not within the 

"DrEcae- words 27 Uſe. © 

And thus the Priefts continued to Cheat 
the People of their Eſtates, and the Lawyers 
the King of his Eſchaets, for above' three 

- Hundred years 'rogether, © in ſpight of all 
Laws'made tothe contraty: ' _— 
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In which time they had taught the Liy- 
ety this Craft, to convey away their le- 
cal Eſtares ro Perſons 1n Truſt, whereby 
ro*prevent the Deſcent to the Heir, and 
confequently the Wardſnip to the King 
and 0:her Lords, and yet to kcep: rhe uſe 
and pernancy of tiiz Profits ro themſelves 


; and Fzmilies : Of which King H. 8. 
complaining to his Judges, they advifed 
, | arfAtt for Transfering all Utes and Truſts 
| ifto PoſſecMons 3 for which purpoſe a Bill 
was drawn by the King's Counſel, and 
7 | preſented 'to rhe Houſe of Commons, in 
- "the* 2475; year of his Reign, when it was 
- | rejeRed, but pailed in the 27/4. which is 
- | "this Statute of Ufes. 
t | "And" four years afcer a Statte paſſed 
s | (worthall theformer) tor Difſojution of Mo- 
| nafſteries; by which the Prieſts loſt their 
- } © Lands, and the Lawyers their Clients, (tho? 
| nor irheir Cunning ) as will appear by the 
8 -| * an” 
e | * ' Now this Statute of Uſes, 27 H.8. hath in- 
- | -troguced anew Conveyance in' the Law, 
> | © Cyyhich was not before ) by way of Parg ain 


"29d 'Sale, for 'tho** a' Bargain! and'Sale. did 
Bj fo of - FY | 1 283. 1f . 
| © Faild a Uſe at'the Commoht: Law, yer it 
s | was" not a compleat” Conveyance to tran\- 
| "fer the Poſſeſſion, without. an 2Ctual deli- 
©-very of itin the-Country ; but now, this Sta- 
" tute” coing? that*Office by trans ferring the 
7 Ule 
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Uſe into a Poſleſiion, a Bargain and Sale 
became a compleat Conveyance without 
any other Cercmony : And the ſame Parli- 
ame nt forlceing that this Bargain and Sale 
fo perfected might become a Clandeſtine 
Conveyance, to be execuied any where, 
did intend to provide againſt it, by mak- 
ing a Short Statute the ſame Seſſions for 
that purpole, called The Statute for En- 
rollments, by which all Conveyances of 
Inheritance of Freehold, which paſs by 
Bargain and Sale only, are to be Enroll'd 
within iix Months after the Date, that 
Purchaſers may haye Notice thereof from 
the Record. 

But of late years the Lawyers have topt 
their Inventions upon theſe two Statures. 
For, #Fir/f, They make a Bargain and Sale 
for a Term only, (now generally called a 
Leaſe for a Tear ) and which is not with- 
in the Statute of Earollments, and by this 


the Leſſee gains a Uſe at Common-Law, |: 


and a Poſle!lion by the Statute of Uſes ; 
which makes him capable of taking a Re- 
leaſe of the Reverſion at Common Law, 
and then they make « Releaſe to him 
and his Heirs accordingly. Which two 
Deeds make him one perfe& Convey- 
ance, and ſo by putting the Common- 


Law at both Ends, and the Statute of Uſes | 


in the Middle, the Statute for Enrollments 
is 


| 


[ 11 ] 
is bilkt, and theſe Conveyances by Leg/e 
and Releaſe, which are Clandeſtine Convey- 
ances, and invented by the Abule of one 
Statute, and the Eluſion of the other, are 
become the Common Conveyances oft the 
Kingdom. 

I challenge the Inns of Court to ſhew, 
thar either the Common Law, or any Parlia- 
ments of Ezgland, ever directed any In- 
cumbrances ro affcat Lands, but by Solemn 
Livery and Seiſfin, or matter of Record ; 
and therefore theſe Clandeſtine Conveyances 
are Crept in, contrary to the Intent and 
Meanings of Parliaments, and all the a- 
vowed Laws and Cuſtoms of the King+> 
dom. 

There are two Common Titles to Lands 
in. Exg/and: The one by Deſcent, which 
is proved by Marriages, Baptiſms and Bu- 
rials ; and the other by Purchaſe, which 
Is proved by Deeds; and where there 1s 
one Diſpute of Title by Deſcent, there are 
ten by Purehaſe ; becauſe the Titles which 


he Titles of Lands, which is the Province 


ſhew the Defcent are regiſtred, and thoſe 
by Purghaſe are not ; for were theſe Mar. 
riages, Baptiſms and Burials, left at large, 
without notifying of them, as Purchaſes 
are, it would ſoon breed Confuſicn ia ail 
the, Deſcents of the Kingdom, And is it not 
'Reproach to the Law,. that rhat part of 


of 


; | 12- | 
of poor Parilh-Clerks, ſhould have more 
certainty in it, then rhat which belongs to 


the Protelſors of the Law ? 


Third Aſﬀleertion. 


That all Objeftions made againſt a Re- 
viſtry, upon account of Michiefs which 
may ariſe by Diſcovery of Titles, are 
not only contrary to all the avowed 
Laws and Cuſtoms of England, but 
to the very Eſſence of Title, and the 
Hiſtory of Coaveyances. 

PROVE D. 

Some Notice is eſſentially neceſſary to 
the Title of every thing that tis vendible : 
fo mate a Title, is to take the Property of a 
thins from one Man, and pat it into another, 
of which it 1s neceifary that other perſons 
ſhould have Notice, as well as the Parties, 
or elſe the Purchaler can have no Title 
becauſe there 1s no Witnels to give __ 
dence of it, in caſe the Seller ſhouid den) 
it. And as ſome Notice is abſolutely ne 
ceſſary to all Title, fo the more Notic: 
the better is the Title; it were bette 
for every Man who is Owner of an Eſtate 
that all Men kaew his Title, and the 
whe 
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whenever he. had Occaſion to diſpye of 
his Eſtate, there would be.no further En. 
quiry into-the Title of his Lands, than to 
the Title of Money in-his Poſletfion. 

And as Notice is thus neceſſary and ad- 
vantageous to Title, fo in the Hiſtory of 
Conveyancing, the moſt perfect Titles are 
moſt Notorious, or rather the moiſt Noto- 
rious are molt perfect. 

And becauſe Antiquity of Precedents 
is the greateſt Argumear in the Law, Pll 
quote one our of that Authority, which 
treats Of things done before the Foundati- 
ons of the World, and fortells us of ſeve- 
ral things that will come to paſs after the 
Diſſolution of it. The Hiltory of © the 
World is but a Modern Treartle of things 
of a late Date, which were done in pur- 
ſuance of Counſels and Decrees made be= 
fore : Matters of Fatt ſet forth, without 
the Original Deſign and Infticution ofthem 
ſeem irratiooal, and to have no Meaning 
in them : Would any thing ſeem more ri- 
diculous, than that the raking oft a Seal, 
and delivery of a piece of Parchment by 
one Man, ſhould give another a Title tv-- 
an Eſtate, "if the Law were not known, 
which gives the SanCtion to this Ceres 
mony 2? 

The Precedent I am going to quote, 


is, That great Settlement of Eternal Life,” 
C _ mage 
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made ' by Goa upon Jeſws Chriſt, - for the 
Conſiderations therein mentioned ; The Epi- 
tome or, Contents whereof, and the Man- 
ner of: the Execution, I find in that Hiſtory 
which, we _ call the Goſpel ; but becaule 
rhe Contents thereof 15 not a Sabject with- 
in this Eſſay, I will not dare to touch up. 
on it here : But the manner of the Execu- 
tion beiog directly within my Argument, 
( or. rather my Argument within that ) I dare 
relate it as I find it, This Settlement was 
firit Enrolled in Heaven, ( 7» the Volume of 
the Book it is written of me ) afterwards 
was Sealed and Executed in the Blood of 
Chriſt, ( the Seal of the Covenant ) in the 
preſence of all the World, ( the Sound there- 
of is gone throuwh the whole Farth ) and 
fince thac hath or ſhall be Written and 
Preached, Printed and Publiſhed in all Na- 


tions, Kingdoms, Tongues and Countries, | 
( This Goſpel miſt firlt be preached in all the 


World, as a Witneſs to all Nations, and then 
ſa4ll the Eai pe.) By all which God him- 
ſelf is bound up from diſpoling Eternal 
Life in any other mananer,. than purſuant 
to this Settlement, without giving himſelf 
the Lyc, which he cannot do; and Man 


hath {uch Notice. of this Title, that he.can': | 
accept any other, without becoming an | 


.Impoſter upon himſelf. 


And! 


2 - 
he 
en 


an 
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And this is the higheſt Precedent” for | 
Man to form his Titles by, as far as it'is 
imitable by him ; The things on Earth are + 
but the Patterns of thinos in the Heavens, 
where the Originals are kept, 'to try the Truth” 
of all things by.” God delivered out the firſt 
Forms of all things in the World, of Ships, - 


© [of Regular Buildings, of Letcers written” 


with his own: Hand, of Marches and En-' 
campments, taught the firſt Workets in 
Braſs and Bugle-work, Linnen and Silks, 
Plowing and Harrowing, Sowlng and Reap-: 
ing, Threſhing and Winnowing ; all which” 
he owns to come originally from himſelf. 
A Tove principium. | 

| And now to begin with the Buſineſs'of 
| Man : The -firft Purchaſe IT find fince the 
Beginning of the World, was made by A4bra- 
| ham of Ephron, the Hittite, 1n theſe: Words, 
| Andthe freld of Ephron which was in-Machpelah, 


? | which w4as" before Mamre, the field and the 


' cave which wits therein, and all the Trees 
\ that were in the field, that were in all the 
Borders round about, were made ſure to Abra- 
ham for a Poſſeſſion,' in the preſence of the 
Chilaren of Heth, before all that went in at the 
Gate of the City. By 
| . Another was made by Boaz of Naoms, in 
theſe words, 4#4 Boaz ſaid unto the Elders,zna 
| unto all the People, ye are Witneſſes this gay that 
| 1 have bought ail that was Elimelechs, *and all” 
C 2 that 


IS 


that was Chilions and Mahlons, of the hand 
of Naomi: Moreauer, Ruth the Moabiteſs, 
the Wife of Mahlon,. have I purchaſed to be 
my Wife, ye are witneſſes this day. And all 
the People that were in the Gate, and the EL. 
ders ſaid, we are witneſſes. ( O Tempora! 0 
Meres !) Purchaſes:-and Marriages made 
without Lawyers or Prieſts ; However, 1 
have mentioned thele Conveyances more 
particularly, becauſe I fancy our Mo- 
dern Conveyancers, with all their Trum- 


pery of Stationers Ware, can't make bet- 
ter, either for Form; or Subſtance ; and 


theſe were made by Paroll, being before 
the Delivery of the Form of Letters to 
Man. | » # 

The firſt that I have obſerved in Wrt- 
ting, was the Purchaſe of Redemption 
made by "Jeremy of Hananael, in theſe 
words, Ang 1 ſubſcribed the Evidence, and 
ſealed it, and weizhed him the Money in the 
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Ballances, ſo I took the Evidence of the Pur- . 


chaſe, both that which was ſealed according 10 


| 


the Law and Cuſtom, and that which was | 


open, aud gave them to Baruch, in the fight | 


of Hananael, and in the preſemce of the 
IWitneſſes, who ſubſcribed the Book of the Pur- 
chaſe before all the Jews that ſate in the 
Court of the Priſon ; and charged Baruch, 
Saymg, take the Evidence, as well that which 
& ſtalked, as that which is open, and put them 


in | 


e 
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in an Earthen Veſſel, that they may continue 
many aayes. 

By this it doth. appear, that Repiſiring 
of. Deeds is as antient as the Deeds them- 
ſelves : Here is the Original Sealed, and then 
Regiſtred in a Book, to which the Wit- 
neiles {ybſcribe their Names : Now Baruch 
had the Cuſtody of the Regiſtry, in the 
Nature of a Publick Notary, for that pur- 
poſe, being elſewhere called Baruch the 
Scribe ; But that the Original was deli- 
vered him, was an extraordinary thing, 
for that belongs to the Purchaſer : But it 
being juſt before the carrying away Cap- 
tive] into Babylon, ( of which Feremiah had 
Notice )) he delivered them both to Barxch, 
to hide them till the retura of the Cap- 
tivity. | 

That which I Cite theſe Precedents for, 

is the Notoriety of them, by calling all 
the People together to bear Witneſs, and 
an Inroliment beſide to that which was in 
Writing. | | 
- And methinks all the Old Forms in the 
beginning of Deeds, ſhew the Intention 
of making them as publick as they could 
be ; Kpow all Men by theſe Preſents ; and, 
To all People to whom theſe Preſents ſhall 
come, &C. | 

And as the Law intends Notice of all 
things done by Deed, fo it hath —_ 

Publt- 


IO | 
2ublications for things done without Deed, 
as Fairs and Markets for Selling of Car- 
tel, that the Purchaſers may nor be cheat- 
ed ; Publications in the Churches beforg® 
Matrimony, and Repiſtring after it, to pre-'' 
vent Bigamy: So the Law marks Felons' 
in the Hand, that none may truſt them. - ' 

And yet after all this, there 1s a*Pro- | 
viſion intended in the Bill for this Regi- 
{try, whereby any one may Conceal the 
Utes declared of his Eſtate, yet ſo that 
there ſhall be ſome Notice taken of the 
Deed, by which the ' Uſes are declared, 
tat the Owner of the Land ſhall be in- 
cipable of Selling or Mortgaging his Eftate, 
*tll he doth produce that Deed, whereby 
a Purchaſer or Lender cannot be defeated. 


Fourth Aſſertion. 


That all Objeftions made agamſt this 
Regiſtry, upon Account of Reducing 


the Prattice of the Law, are one 200d 
Reaſon for it. 


PROVE D. 

The praftice of the Law in Civil Cauſes 
is divided into three Sorts : Firſt, The 
transferring of Titles, which is called Con- 
w872%in7, Secondly, The ſhewing forth and 

| aefending 
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defending t heſe Titles in Forms of Law, and 
this is called Pleading. Thirdly, The ar- 
guing upon theſe Conveyances, and Pleadings 
( when they come 17 conteſt) before the Judges, 
and this 1s called PradFice at the Bar : So 
that the Practice of the two latter doth 
ariſe irom the Errors or Inccrtainties. of 
the former, Were the Titles of Lands 
once made certain ( which they may be 
by a Regiſtry, and no otherwiſe ) I know 
what I think of the future Gains of the 
Law. The profit of the Law ariſes from 
the Incerrainty of Property, and therefore 
as Property is more reduced to a certain- 
ty, the profit of the Law muſt be redu- 
ced with it ; the Fall of the one muſt be 
the Riting of the other. AtQtions of Slan- 
der and Battery, and Cauſes on the Crown- - 
ſide, would ſcarce find ſome of the Cir- 
cuiteers Perriwiggs, and yet ( if we ob- 
ſerve Evidence )) they ftand obliged to Diſ- 
pures in Titles for many of thclſe. Theif 
and Whore, Kick and Cufi, are very of- 
ten the Ettect of forcible Entryes, Treſ- 
paſſes and ſerviog of Proceſs, in which 
the Title comes trequently in Queſtion. 
But the reducing this part of the practice 
of the Law, are things not ſeen as yet. 
The Proximus ardet will fall upon the 
Conveyancers, and that not by. altering the 
Forms of legal Conveyances, or taking them 
out 
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out of their hands, or putting any ſtop to the 
Dealing in Lands, ( for that will be encreat- 
ed) but by expoling their manner ot pra- 
Ctice in this Conveyancing part of the Law. 

For as it was numbered among the Sins 
of one of the Kings of 1/rae/, that he made 
Prieſts of the meaneſt of the people, io it 
is the misfortune of the people of Exg- 


land, that Conveyanzers are frequently” 


made out of Old Attornies Or Noblemens- 
Leaſe makers, fumpt up in Bar-gown!, Two 
Qualifications are neceſſary to a compleat 
Conveyancer : Firſt, Thar he be zncapable 
of diſpatchins Buſineſs ſo faſt as be ſpould. 
Secondly, That he doth not diſpatch it ſo faſt 
as he cay. Not to ſpeak of bantering their 
Clients with their ſeeming Care and Cau- 
tion in delaying their Bufinefts, ſhewing 
great Trunks of old Writings in their 
Chamber, calling to their Clerks ( before 
chem ) for one Lords Settlement, and ano- 
ther Ladies Jointure, to tell what great 
Clients they have; and when they come 
to be paid, they reckon their Fees by lon- 
gitude and latitude. I have ſeen an ori- 
ginal Mortgage of one Skin, bred up by 
a Scrivener (in (ix. Year) to one and twenty, 
by afligning* it every Year, and adding 
one Skin to every afſigment, by Recitals 
and Covenants: As Cows after three 
Years old, have one wrinkle added to each 
Horn, 
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Horn for every year after, which {hows 
their Age: And I am intormed, that one 
Deed of ſixty Skins was heaved out of 
a C onveyancer's Office the other Day. 

At this rate 1a a little time the Clyents 
muſt drive their Deeds out of their Law- 
yers Chambers in Wheel-barrows. Thete 
Aſſignments and Re-aflignments of Secu- 
rities have been a pretty fort of Perqui- 
ſites ; eſpecially if they haye but an old 
Judgment or Statute kept on foot, theſe 
are certain annual Incomes. I knew two 
Serjeants at Law, ( Uſurers, ) made it their 
common practice every Long Vacation, 
to ſwop Securities with one another, to 
make their Mortgagers pay for the Aſſign- 
ments ; and ( doing this without Advice of 
Counſel ) chey once Merged an old Term, 
and thereby ſpoiled their Title to ſecure 
their Fees ; which (as to them) anſwers 
the CharaQter. given of theſe Graduates 
by a Forreiga Hiſtorian, E/# in» Regno 
Angelie genus hominum doctorum indoftifumum 
communiter -wvocat, The Learnea Serjeants at 
Law : Now I cana's «think but theſe Con- 
veyancers and Afſigners would be aſham- 
ed to produce ſuch things to a Regiſtry ; 
ang that therefore they mult eicher ab- 
breviate their Conveyances, or looſe their 
Practice. 


I) Rut 
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But whether this ReMltry will make 
theſe Reduttions: 1.%Oft the Length of 
Conveyances, 2. The L[ncertainties of Ti- 
tles: And, 3. By Conſequence, the other 
Practice in the Law, I cannot tell : How- 
ever, | hope it, and believe ſome of them 
fear it. . » 

But if the Cryes of Monks and Fryers 
had been regarded, we had never heard 
of the Diſſolution of Monaſteries ; and if 
the Clamours' of Maſters of Requeſt, 
Clerks and Eſchaetors had prevailed, the 
Court of Wards and Liveries had been 
ſtanding at this day : And yet perhaps moſt 
of theſe had either purchaſed their Places, 
or were bred up to that part ofthe Law 


only. 


Fifth Aſſertion. 


That the Aſſurance of the Title, and 

Diſpatch of Buſineſs by this Regt- 

ry, will be more than equivalent to 

all the Charge in Regiſtring the In- 
cumbrances, 


P ROYFE D. 

The Certainty of Titles being the main 
drift of this Eſſay, it would be too mean 
32 Argument to ute for it, to fay, Tue 
the 


IC 
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the Charge of Regiltring of Deeds will 
be ſaved by reducing the Charges in ma- 
king them ; ( altho? this be true ) yer 
granting it ſhould not, and thar this Re- 
giſtry ſhould be an additional Charge to 
all others, yet rhe Priviledge of it will be 
worth the Price. 

It is ſaid, that whenever the Ld. Ch. 
J. Hal-s had made a Purchaſe, he would 
lay, Now I would give a Tears purchaſe more 
to be ſure of my Title : And if we ſhould 
ask thole who have loſt their Eſtates, for 
want. of a diſcovery of Deeds, they would 
fet a higher Price apon it. 

Men generally make their Purchaſes 
( with the acquiſitions of all their former 
life ) to ſettle them on their Poſterity, for 
whom they are more follicitous than for 
themſelves ; and therefore they are always 
more jealous of the Jitle than the Value, 
becauſe a deficiency in Title goes ro the 
whole, but a deficiency in Value goes but 
to part only; and for that Reaſon they 
would almoſt think nothing too much to 
allure them of their Title. 

If a Man one hundred and fifty Miles 
from London, is to ſue his Neighbour bur 
for 10 /. he muſt employ an Attorney in 
the Country, who muſt ſend to another in 
London to make our a Writ, and this muſt 
be: Entered in one Office, and Scaled in 

D 2 another, 
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another, and then ſent to the Sheriff, wha 
muſt make out a Warrant, and deliver it 
to his Under officers ; who muſt arreſt the 
Defendant, take a Bail bond to the She- 
Tiff, and after Bail given to the AQtion, 
the Plaintiff muſt declare, to which the 
Defendant may plead almoſt what he 
pleaſes for Delay; and if he pleads to 
Iſſue, C which is the faireſt can be expeCt- 
ed ) there muſt be Iflue joined, a Record 
ſealed, and ſent down to the Aſiizes, a Yer. 
and Di/trinoas to return the Jury, Notice 
of Tryal to the Defendant, a Tryal had, 
the Verdict returned upon the Poftea, Judg- 
ment entered, Execution ſued out and delt- 
vered to the Sheriff, and a Warrant from 
him to his Under-officer to levy ir. 
Now I don't calumniate this Proceſs for 

recovery of Debts, nor did- I ever hear 
the Lawyers comphain of this as a Bur- 
then to the People. But why of all troubles 
the trouble of a Regiſtry ſhould be only 
grievous, I can't tell, unleſs becauſe it puts 
an End to Strife : Is it ſuch a mighty trou- 
ble for an Attorneys Clerk, whea he is to 
enter up a Judgment, to ſtep into the 
Regiſtry, and leave an Entry made of it ? 
and is it ſuch a great trouble for a Man, 
when he 'has fealed a Deed, to go to the 
Regiſter to acknowledge it ? 


There's 
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There's more trouble than all this in tranſ- 
ferring Copy-hold Eſtates, and yet we 
don't hear much Complaint about them : 
Men are ſeldom. in ſuch haſt about laying 
out their Money, or at leaft their Law- 
yers are not {o violent 1n diſpatch of their 
Buſineſs, but they may diſpenſe with the 
Ceremony of a Regittry, to prevent the 
loſs of their Eſtates. 

Feſtina Lente 1s the Conveyancers Mot- 
to, and therefore they adviſe their Clients 
not to hurry them, nor put them our of 
cheir own pace; they muſt think nothing 
troubleſome but the Entering the Deed 
in a Regiſtry. To come to a Lawyers 
Chamber twice a Week, to know when 
they ſhall come again ; then to have a 
Bill of Directions to ſend for ſome Deed 
which the Lawyer wants, and which per- 
haps is a hundred Miles diſtant, in they 
know not whoſe hands, to employ an 
Attorney to ſearch for Judgments, Sta- 
tutes, Recognizances, Deeds Inrolled in 
four Courts, to ſend for a Copy of a Will 
proved in a remote Dioceſs, and bring an 
Account of all this to the Lawyer, and 
give.him a New Fee, and then begin a- 


gain ; and may be two or three ſuch Re- 
' eipes hefore the Title be finiſhed ; and the 
| Clyents muſt not think much of all this, but 
| take it as the Nature of Buſineſs. 


And 
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And yet I cann's ſay but all this may 
be Neceſſary, as the Cafe now ſtands, 
which muſt ſtill grow worſe, if let alone : 
For the Troubles and hazards of Titles muſt 
continually increaſe, until they are reduced 
to a greater Certainty.by a Regiltry. 

Bur then as a Regiſtry would reduce 
the Incertainty of "Titles, it muſt thereby 
take away the Delayes in Conveyancing, 
and conſequently abridge the Charges : For 
as the Phariſees made long Pravers, as a 
Pretence or Equivalent for devouring Wid- 
dows Houlcs, fo PraGticers in the Law 
mult make our long Bills, on pretence for 
demanding large Fees : Like ſome Tooth- 
drawers, who dragg their Patients by the 
Jaws about the room, to ſhew them how 
hardly they carn their Money. To cure 
Deficiency in Titles, would be as fatal to 
Conveyancers, as the Cure of a lame Legg 
to a Beggar. : 

[: is pleaſant enough to any one ( but thoſe 
who are to pay for it ) to read a Cons _ 
veyancers Bill of Fees, made out for Cli- _ 
ents who don't pay well by the gret. ws 

To Counſel for perulinz ſeveral: long Deeds M. 
of the Title, which from the beginning to >_ 
the end was near fix Months, and arawing| © 

ſeveral lous Conveyances, in all thirty Skins of 
Parchmezt, 1900 Guineas. CC 


To 
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To his Clerk for Engroſſing the [ame, and 
Expedition, 3o Pounds. 

So here the Counlel is paid for delay, 
and the Clerk for Expedition, which puts 
me in Mind of three 1texzs ſet down in a 
Country-Scriveners-Bill, Pro ſpecials labore, 
6 5. 8d. pro expeaditione, 6s. 8d. pro diſ- 
patch, 6 5. 8 d. the firit was for keeping 
che Buſineſs a great while, and the other 
two for doing .4t preſently. 


Sixth Aflertion. 
That in caſe this Regiſtry be admitted, 


it ſeems more pratticable, and leſs 
troubleſome, to ſettle it in the Metre 
polis, than to diſpoſe it into the ſeve- 


ral Counties. 


Tho* the Soil of Lands lyes in in ſeye- 


ral Counties, yet Concourſe of Buſineſs to 


the Metropolis, doth generally occaſion the 
transferring of Titles there,( eſpecialiy of ail 
that are conſiderable) ſcarce a Purchaſe or 
Mortgage of 500 /. but is tranſatted in 
London ;, and by Poſts and other Corre- 
ſpondenctes, it 1s lefs trouble to cranfmir 
any thing thuher, than few Miles in the 
Country. 


*Fis 
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'Tis obfervable, that the Statute for In- 
rollment giving Liberty to eater Deeds in 
either of the four Courts at Weſtwinſter, 
or in the County where the Lands lye, 
the latter is ſeldom uſed, 

And many Deeds containing Lands in 
ſeveral Counties, it would be inconveai- 
ent to enter them 1a all. 


But ſhould it afterwards be found ne- 


ceſſary to extend this elſewhere, it will 
be better done from this as a Precedeat, 
than to ſettle it altogether. 

The Judges of the Kingdom were at 
firſt reſident in the King's Courts only, 
and from thence were made lIrtinerant, as 
the Occaſions of the Country called for 
them. | 

There can be no Streams without a Foun- 
tain, but when thar 1s finiſhed, the Wa- 
ter may be directed to any place. 

Nothing can be perfected without a be- 
gining, and therefore to reſolve to_ do no- 
thing, till we can do every thing, is an 
abſolute Reſolution to do nothing, and 
puts ts 4 the caſe of the impotent Man 


at the Pool of Bezhe/da, who ( by ,Gon- 


cluſion ) was under an Impoflibilicy of be- 
ing icaled, for he could not be healed 
till ze ſtept in, and he could not ftep in 
becauis he was lame, 


Ana 


As 
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And having thus argued for Publicati; 


of Titles, as a Notice againſt Frauds, I hope 
Envy cannot ſay, but I have fairly publijh:d 
my Thoughts about it : Ana were ail Pro- 
poſitions for New Laws made as publics as 


this before they paſſed, perhaps it into int {av 


the laborr of ſubſequent Afts to repeal or ex- 
plain them. 


As to what I have ſaid in the Law, I ap- 
peal to them that know it, wither I have mi{- 
recited or miſ:nterpreted it. 

And notwithſtanding all that I have [aid 
of ſome of the Lawyers, I am ſo well ſatis- 
fied in my Relation to thas Science, that 1 
would not exchange it, to be a higher Gra- 
auate in any other. Ana it is more on- 
ing to the Candor of the Cheifs of the Law 
( who ſit in the Seats of Judgment ) in dij- 
conraging a'l franaulent Practices, and to the 
Care ana Fidelity of the Pradtticers of the 
Law, than to the Law it ſelf, that there are 
no more Frauds committed in the Titles of 
Lands, under the preſent Incertainty of them : 
For we ſee, if but One or Two in an Age of 
that Profeſſion ( aud none of the moſt Learn- 
ed neither } do apply themſelves to dravins 
Deeas, and forgeing Evidence, what Work they 
make in Weſtminiter Hall, 


then Court of Wards, (4d, That ths" the 
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Parliament had rejected ſeveral Propoſals 
for taking away: thoſe Tenures, yer he did 
not doubt but Ged had that Kindneſs for 
the People of Enz/ana, that an Act would 
onee paſs for that purpoſe, by giving the 
Crown an Equivalent : A which was fulfill- 
ea fiace his Death : So 1 have that foreſioht 
of the orowins Miſchicfs for want of a Re- 
2iftry, that I am confident the Neteſſity of it 
well force its own way : And therefore were 
l now a aying, I would fend this out into 
te World to take its Fate, with this Motte 
only. 


— Sinc me, Liber, ibis in Orbem. 
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DB 1 L-X 
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Eſtabliſhing a REGI STRY 
FOR 


Titles of Lands. 


Hereas by the Common- 
Law of this Realm,Lands, 
Tenements and Heredit a- 
ments were not to be tranſ- 


ferred from one to another, but by Solemn 


Livery and Sciſin, or Matter of Record. 
And whereas by the Statute made in 


| the 27th. Year of the Reign of King 
"Henry the Eighth, Entituled, An Ac 


concerning Uſes and Wills, 4 Bar- 
- 2 gain 
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Tam and Sale did become a Compleat Con- 
veyance in the Law, Whereby Lands and 
Tenements mizht be transferred from one 
to another in a clandeftme manner, without 
Livery and Seiſuz, or Matter of Record. 
For prevention whereof, by another Sta- 


titte made in the ſame 2 Te Year of the ' 


late King Henry the Fighth, For Inroll- 
ment of Bargains and Sales: : It was 
Enafted that from and after the laſt Day 
f July, which ſhould be and ſince was in 
the Year of our Lord 1536. No Man- 
nors, Lands, "Tenements, or other - Fderedis 
taments ſhould paſs, alter or change from 
Me to another, whereby any E ate of In- 
heritance of Freehold, ſhould be made or 
take Effect in any Per ſor or Ferfons, or 
any Uſe thereof to be made, by reaſon only 
o any Bargain and Sale "thereof excett 
the ſame Bargain and Saie were made by 
Writing, Indented,” Sealed and Inrolled in 
ene of . the Kings Courts , of Record at 
Weſtminſter, or elſe within the ſame County 
or Counties where the ſame Mannors, Lands 
er Tenements ſo bargained cr ſold, bye or 
be 
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be, before the Cuſtos Rotulorum, and 
two Fuſtices of the Peace, and the Clerk 
of the Peace of the ſame (ounty or Conne 
ties; or two of them at the leaſt, whereof 
the (lerk of the Peace to be one, and the 
ſame Inrollment to be had or made within 


| fix Months after the Date of «the ſame 


Wiitings mdented, 

And Whereas fince the making the ſaid 
Statutes, of late Years, there have been ſe- 
veral mwventions for Conveying of Eſtates of 
Inheritafce of Freebold, by way of Leaſe 
and Releaſe, and alſo for making .of Bare 


gains and Sales thereof for long 'Jerms of 


Tears, Without Inrollment of ſuch ( onvey- 
ances ; both which are a manifeſt Abuſe of 
the ſaid Statute concerning Wſes and Walls, 
and an Eyafion of the ſaid Statute for In- 

rollments. | 
" And whereas the ſaid Conveyances by 
Leaſe and Releaſe, and Bargains and Sales 
for tong Terms of Tears, being clandeſtine 
Conveyances, to be Executed any where, and 
invented contrary to the Intent and Means 
ins of the ſaid Statutes, and all the anct- 
ent 
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ent and avowed Laws and Cuſtoms of this | 
Realm, are now of late Years become the| 


moſt Uſual aud Common Conveyances, for 
Conveying of Freehold Lands, whereby ſe: 
vera! Frauds and Abuſes have been conamit- 
ted, and ſeveral Suits and ( ontentions 


have ariſen thereupon, to the manifeſt hazard-| 


ing the Titles of the Freebold Lands of 


this Kinzdom, and the diſhonour of thef| 


Laws thereof. 


For remedying of the Miſcheifs aforeſaid, | 


by providing one certain Place, where all 


the Conveyances and Incumbrances herein | 


MP OOO" 


Wh 


ed 


ENTER 


after-mentioned, relatmg to Freehold Lands, 
may be Entered, in Order to the more eafie| 
and ready ſearching and finding out the | 


fame, 


<2 


Be it Enafied by the Kings moſt Excel») 


lent Majeſty, by and with the Advice and Con- 

ſent ofthe Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and 
the Commons in this preſent Parliament Aſſem- 
bled, and by the Authority of the ſame 


This Blank 1s for the Conſtitution and 
Qualifications of the Regitter. 


el*} And be it Enafted, that the ſaid Re- 
mM-wiſter ſo to be appointed 4s aforeſaid, on or 
ndÞLfore the day of © 

mund all other ſucceeding Regiſters for ever 
hen after, ſhall provide and keep witharore 
pf the, hms of Court, or ſome other place, 
"or near the Citys of London or Weſt- 
' minkter, 


o 
minſter, an Office of Reziſiry for the 
purpoſes herein after mentioned : Aud ſhall 
provide and keep in the ſaid Office jeveral 
Regiſter-Books, for Reviſtring of Deeds and 
Writings, in manner berem after-mentioned ; 
and alſo one or more Stamps, for ſtamping 
of the ſame Deeds and Writmgs, m man: 
ner alſo herein after-mentioned, the Couns 
terfeiting of which ſaid ſtamps ſhall be and 


#s hereby made ——— 


And be it Fnafted, that all Conveyances,l - 
Grants or Aſſignments of any Mannors, | 
Lands, Tenements or Hereditaments of In- ; 
heritance of Freehold, withm the Kingdom ; 
of England, or of any Rents iſſuing on , 
of the ſame, or of any Leaſes, or Term 

or Lives or Nears to be made theredf, A 
which at any time after the 2 


day of {hall be duly ſeale 
and executed for 200d and lawful Conſid: 
ration, and ſhall after ſuch ſealing and ex 
ecutins thercof, be regiſtred im one 0 


the ſaid Regiſter-Books, ſhall in reſpet 5 
thereof have and be eſteemed and taken of 
ha) 


37 
have the Pr mledges and Preferenc 65 here: 
in af ter-mentioned, that 1s to jay, that ſuch 
oy Conveyances, Grants or Al jigments, from and 
after ſuch Regiſtring thereof, jhall be g00 
and effefual, according to the 'Purport and 
>}. Contents thereof, againſt ali other Convey- 
1 ces, Grants or 4 [1oments What{aever, 
| | which after the ſaid Day of 
ſhall be made of the ſame Mannors, Lands, 
Tenements or Hereditaments, and not Regt 
ſtered as afereſaid, Notwithftanding that ſuch 
S: Conveyances, Grants or Aſſignments ſo onit- 
ted to be Regiſtred, ſhall be prior m Date 
or Execution to the ſaid ( onveyances, Grants 
or Aſſignments, which ſhall be ſo regiſtred. 
Provided nevertheleſs that all ſuch Con- 
of] PDances, Grants or Aſfugnments fo omit- 
ted to be regiſtred as aforeſaid, ſhall not- 
withſtanding ſuch omiſſion be good and ef- 


le | 
l feFtual againſt the Grantors, or the Per- 
5 ſons making the ſame, and all other Pers 
7 ſons whatſoever, except the Perſons claims 
of mg under the ſaid Conveyances, Grants or 


Aſſignments, which ſhall be ſo Regiitred as 
aforeſaid, as fully and effettually to ail Ins 
F 


2) ibs 


36 
tents and Purpoſes, as if this Aft bad ne- 
ver been made. 

And for preventing a double charge in 
Enrolling of Bargains aud Sales of Inberi- 
tance of Freehold, before the Entry there- 
of in the ſaid k Reviſters -Books, Beit Enaft- 
ed, That ſuch an Entry made 'as aforeſaid, 


of any Bargain and Sale of Inheritance of 


Freehold, at any time within fix Months 
after the Date thereof, ſhall be deemed and 
taken to have, and is hereby made to bave 
the force and efe of an Enrollment, within 
the ſaid Statute for Enrollment of Bargains 
and Sales, as fully and effeftuallyto all Inz 
tents and Purpoſes as if the ſame were inz 
rolled in either of the ſaid Courts of Re- 
cord at Weſtminſter, or with the Cuſtos 
Rotulorum of the ſame County. | 
And Whereas ſeveral (onveyances or 4ſs 
fienments may be made by indorſements upon 
former Deeds, Be it Enatted, that when 
any Conveyance, Grant or Af f zoment ſhall 
be duly Regiſtred as aforeſaid, and after 
ſuch Regiſtrmg thereof, there ſhall be any 
Grant, Conveyance or Aſſigment, Declaras 
$10n, 
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| tion of Truſt or other Deed made by En- 


dorſement thereon, that the Regi/tring ſuch 
Endorſement in one of the | jaid Rexgiſter- 
Books, and making a reference therem to 
the ſaid former Deed on which the ſame 
was indorſed, ſhall be as good and effectu- 
al to all Intents and Purpoſes, as if the 
ſaid former Deed were agam Regiſtred 


with the ſaid Endorſement. 


And Whereas it may be Concerved to be 
ſometimes prejudicial or inconvenient, to pubs 
liſh the Uſes and Truſts to be declared of 
Lands, Be it Enatted, that where any 
Grants, Conveyances or Aſſignments ſhall 
be made of any ſuch Mannors, Lands, Te- 
nements, or Hereditaments as aforeſaid, to 
any ſes, Intents or Purpoſes to be expreſ- 
jed in the ſame Deed, or any other Deed 
to which the ſame Deed ſhall refer, that 
the Regiſtring of ſo much of ſuch Conveys 
ances, Grants or Aſſugnments, by which 
the Legal Eſtate of the ſame Mamors, 
L,ands, Tenements or Hereditaments, cons 


tamed in the ſaid Deed ſhall ftand trans- 


ferred, and certifying ſuch Regiſtring up- 
I 612 
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an the jame Deed fo in part regi(ty os and 
alſo pon the other Deed to which the ſame 
ſo in part reciſtred ſhall be made to re- 
fer, Shall be eftermed a Regiſtring of 
the ſaid Wes cr "Truſts within this 4c, 
whereby to entitle the your Uſes and Truſts 
ro {ach preference as aforeſaid, as fully and efs 
feftual! ly to all intents and purpoſes, as if 
tre lame ſes or Truſt's were regiſtred at 
Jeroe, any thing herem contained te the con= 
rory rotwithſlanding. 

And whereas Freebold Lands in FEng* 
and, are by ſeveral Afts of Parliament 
made liable to Executions on Judgments, 
Recognizances and Statutes, which being 
entered in ſeveral places, the Searches for 
the ſame are chargeable, and the finding of 
them difficu't, to the further bazarding of 
the Titles of Lands, For remedy thereof 
Be it Enatted, * that no Judgment, Recog- 
mHizance or Statute, to be had or acknow- 
ledged at any time after the ſaid 
day of ſhall bmd or charge any 


L ands, 'Tenements or Hereditaments within 
the Kingdom of England, againſt ayy 
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Purchaſers or Mortgagees thereof, except 
ſuch Lands, Tenements or Hereditaments, 
as the Defendants in ſuch Judgments, or 
the Cognizors in ſuch Recognizances and 
Statutes ſhall have on the day. of the Re- 
giſtring thereof with the ſaid Reg1ſter in 
manner herein after-mentioned, That is to 
ſay, that for all Judgments, the Names of 
the Plaintiffs and Defendants therein, the 
Summs recovered thereby, aud the Day 
of the Signing thereof by the Judge, 
or other Officer ſigning the ſame, Shall be 
Regiſtred ; and for all Recognizances and 
Statutes, the Names of the Copnizors 
and Cognizees there, the Surams there- 
by acknowledged to be due, and the day of 
the Acknowledzment thereof Shall be Re- 
giſtred. 

And be it Enafted, that no Deviſe by 
Will of any Lands or Tenements within 
the Kingdom of England, ſhall be allowed 
as good azainſk any Purchaſers or Mort- 
gagees of the ſame Lands or Tenements, 
unleſs ſuch Will, or ſo much thereof, where: 
by ſuch Deyiſe ſhall appear, ſhall be Fox 

re 
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fired in ou? of the ſaid Regiſter- Books, [| 
withis ſix Months next after the death of } | 
the Teſtator, provided that after ſuch Re-| , 
giſtring of ſuch Will or Deviſe, the ſame| , 
ſhall take the Effet from the Death of || | 
the Teſtator. L 

And be it Enafted, That the ſaid Regiſter | ,; 
or the time being, or bis ſufficent Deputy 
in that behalf, ſhall from time to time, certi- 
fie the days of all and every the reſpective Re- 
viſtries therein before direfed, upon ſome part 
of the Deeds or Writmgs, ſo to be regiſtred 
as aforeſaid, by af fixing the Stamp of the 
ſaid Office thereunto, and ſigning the ſame. 
Which ſaid ( ertificate ſhall be taken as 
Evidence of ſuch Regiſtries in all Courts of | — 
Record and elſewhere. 


I cannot be ſo Arrogant, to diCtate 
this Bill co the Legillative Power, bur 
if what have aſſerted be true, I hope 
the more Learned Gentlemen of the |— 
Law, who ſhall oppole this _ 

wi 
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will either provide a better, or agree 
/ | this Motto ( for proclaiming the Laws 
*} of Fneland ) upon every Houle in the 
ef Kingdom, NO ONE KNOWS THE 
TL OWNER : In which they will not 

be more ingenuous to their Profeſſion, 
Y | than the Athenians were to their Reli- 


) I gion by that Inſcription on the Altar, 
(T0 THE UNKNOWN GOD.) 


